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clumsily, and we removed many tamped charges from the sides
of the still open wells.
Circumstances forced us to stay in Bair till Thursday June 28.
The time was spent in negotiations with Ibn Jazi and the smaller
sub-sections of the Howeitat on the Akaba road. We also carried
out demolitions against the railway at Atwi, Sultani> Minifir, and
elsewhere. The Ageyl dynamitards were inefficient, and our
supply of dynamite small, so that the demolitions were of a pin-
prick character, meant only to distract the Turks, and advertise
our coming to the Arabs. The staffs of two stations were killed,
to the same intent.
From Bair we marched to El Jefer, where we stayed till July i.
The Turks had been more successful in their efforts against the
wells here, and we had some difficulty in digging one out. The
water proved sufficient for about 300 men and camels, when it
was obtained* The station buildings of Maan and Hamra are
visible from El Jefer, about twenty-four miles off, but the Turks
did not realize that we had arrived in force, owing to the operations
near Amman, undertaken at this time by a flying column of
100 men, under Sheikh Zaal. This led them to believe us still in
Wadi Sirhan, and on the 3Oth they sent a force of 400 cavalry with
four machine guns, and Nawaf ibn Shaalan as guide, from Deraa
to go to Kaf and find us. The Turks seem unable to discriminate
the true from the false, out of the flood of news unquestionably
brought them by the local Arabs.
From El Jefer a flying column rode to Fuweilah, about seven-
teen miles south-west of Maan, and in concert with the
Dhumaniya Howeitat (Sheikh Gasim) attacked the gendarme
post on the motor road to Akaba. In the fighting some mounted
gendarmes got into a group of undefended Howeitat tents, and
stabbed to death an old man, six women and seven children, the
only occupants. Our Arabs in consequence wiped out the post,
but not before some had escaped to Maan.
This news reached Maan at dawn on the ist, and a battalion
of the lySth Regiment which had arrived at Maan from
Zunguldak on the day before, was immediately ordered out to
Fuweilah to relieve the post. The same afternoon we descended
on the line at kilometre 479, near Ghadir el Haj, and carried out